vi                                GREY RESIGNS                              127
was manifestly falling to pieces, the Conservatives were
not yet strong enough to stand alone, and if Peel could
have controlled events he would certainly have shrunk
from assuming the responsibility which, as we shall
shortly see, was unexpectedly thrust upon him by the
precipitate action of the King.
The internal dissensions which had weakened the
Grey Government in 1833 caused its disruption in 1834.
Stanley had relinquished the Irish Secretaryship after
the passing of the Coercion Act and had become Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies. In the spring of 1834,
however, he resigned, together with Sir James Graham,
the Duke of Richmond, and Lord Kipon, on account of
a difference with his colleagues concerning the appro-
priation of the surplus revenues of the Irish Church,
Later in the session Grey himself resigned in disgust
at an intrigue carried on behind his back by Brougham
and others concerning the renewal of the Coercion Act,
He had previously warned Althorp of his intention, and
complained bitterly of the dissensions of his colleagues
and their disloyalty towards himself. His resignation
broke up his Cabinet. Melbourne was commissioned by
the king to form a new Government and instructed to
" enter into communication with the leading individuals
of parties, and to endeavour at this crisis to prevail
upon them to afford their aid and co-operation towards
the formation of an administration upon. an enlarged
basis, combining the services of the most able and
efficient members of each." Wellington, Peel, and
Stanley, were specifically mentioned as the statesmen to
whom appeal should be made. Melbourne, though well
aware that the attempt was hopeless, consented so far to